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Title

•Review task types

•Understand TR, CC, LR, and GRA in the public assessment criteria 
for Task 2

Objectives



Title

1. Opinion

2. Discussion (Argument)

3. Expository (Issue)

4. Mixed (Two-Part)

Task Types (in Theory!)



TitleOpinion Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

New parents should attend parenting classes to learn how to bring up their 
children well.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 



TitleOpinion Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Many parents now let their young children use tablet computers to see 
pictures and photographs, watch videos or play games. 

Is this a positive or negative development? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words. 



TitleDiscussion Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Some people believe that children should listen to and obey their parents. 
Others believe that children should think and do things on their own. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words.



TitleDiscussion Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

While some people prefer to live in apartments, others do not think an 
apartment is a suitable form of accommodation.

Do you think the advantages of living in an apartment outweigh the 
disadvantages? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words.



TitleDiscussion/Expository Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Some people believe that modern designs for schools and offices with more 
open spaces are necessary.

What are the advantages and disadvantages of such spaces? 

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words.



TitleExpository Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

Housing and accommodation has become a major problem in many countries 
around the world.

What are some of the main factors that have contributed to this problem?

What can be done to help reduce the number of homeless people?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience.



TitleMixed Task

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task. 

Write about the following topic: 

In some countries people prefer to buy used things rather than new ones.

Why is this the case?

Is it a positive or negative trend?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own knowledge or experience. 

Write at least 250 words.



TitleWriting Band Components

TR LR

CC GRA



TitleTask Response

Band 5 Band 6 Band 7 Band 8

• The main parts of the 
prompt are incompletely 
appropriately addressed. The 
format may be inappropriate 
in places.

• The writer expresses a 
position, but the 
development is not always 
clear.

• Some main ideas are put 
forward, but they are limited 
and are not sufficiently 
developed and/or there may 
be irrelevant detail.

• There may be some 
repetition

• The main parts of the 
prompt are addressed
(though some may be more 
fully covered than others). 
An appropriate format is 
used.

• A position is presented that 
is directly relevant to the 
prompt, although the 
conclusions may be unclear, 
unjustified or repetitive.

• Main ideas are relevant, but 
some may be insufficiently 
developed or may lack 
clarity, while some 
supporting arguments and 
evidence may be less 
relevant or inadequate. 

• The main parts of the 
prompt are appropriately 
addressed.

• A clear and developed 
position is presented.

• Main ideas are extended and 
supported but there may be 
a tendency to over-
generalise or there may be a 
lack of focus and precision in 
supporting ideas/material.

• The prompt is appropriately 
and sufficiently addressed.

• A clear and well-developed 
position is presented in 
response to the question/s

• Ideas are relevant, well-
extended and supported.

• There may be occasional 
omissions or lapses in 
content.



Title

❖ Band 6
• The main parts of the task are addressed
• Some parts of the task are explained more extensively than others
• Position is directly relevant
• Main ideas are relevant
• Some main ideas are unclear, unjustified or underdeveloped
• Some supporting ideas or examples may be less relevant
• Some conclusions are unclear, unjustified or repetitive

❖ Band 7
• The main parts of the task are addressed appropriately
• Position is clear and developed
• Main ideas are clearly developed

and easy to understand

Task Response



TitleTR: Task Parts, Plurals, and Other Nuances of the Rubric

Source: Cambridge IELTS 9, test 3



TitleTR: Task Parts, Plurals, and Other Nuances of the Rubric

Source: Cambridge IELTS 12AC, test 7



TitleTR: Task Parts, Plurals, and Other Nuances of the Rubric

Source: Cambridge IELTS 11AC, test 2



TitleTR: Task Parts, Plurals, and Other Nuances of the Rubric

Source: Cambridge IELTS 8, GT test A

Source: Cambridge IELTS 10, GT test A



TitleTR: Main Idea & Development

Nowadays the way many people interact with each other has changed because of 
technology.

In what ways has technology affected the types of relationship people make?

Main idea:  

Developing a main idea:

1. Present it clearly and completely (no unclarity and vagueness)

2. How?
Why?
Example? (where possible; not every main idea needs examples)
So what?

Technology → Long-distance relationships are much easier

Developments in telecom → services e.g. Apple FaceTime & WhatsApp → visual contact 
with people far away →miss them less

Long-distance relationships are much easier

Source: Cambridge IELTS 8, test 2



Some educationalists think it is more effective to educate boys and girls in single-sex schools because they 
believe this environment reduces distractions and encourages pupils to concentrate on their studies. This is 
probably true to some extent. It also allows more equality among pupils and gives more opportunity to all 
those at the school to choose subjects more freely without gender prejudice. For example, a much higher 
proportion of girls study science to a high level when they attend girls' schools than their counterparts in 
mixed schools do. Similarly, boys in single-sex schools are more likely to take cookery classes and to study 
languages, which are often thought of as traditional subjects for girls.

On the other hand, some experts would argue that mixed schools prepare their pupils better for their future 
lives. Girls and boys learn to live and work together from an early age and are consequently not emotionally 
underdeveloped in their relations with the opposite sex. They are also able to learn from each other, and to 
experience different types of skill and talent than might be evident in a single gender environment.
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TitleTR: Plurals + Good Development

Housing and accommodation has become a major problem in many countries around the world.

What are some of the main factors that have contributed to this problem?

What can be done to help reduce the number of homeless people? 

The main reason behind this problem is overpopulation. In many countries, people migrate 

from villages and rural areas to cities so that they can find better jobs, as well as educational 

and medical facilities. This has increased the population of cities to such an extent that there 

is not sufficient accommodation for everyone. Apart from this, economic difficulties in 

many countries like Greece, Iran and Venezuela have made it hard for many to buy or rent 

accommodation. Many citizens in such countries are either unemployed or are engaged in 

low-paid jobs like seasonal farm jobs or washing dishes at restaurants, and inflation has 

resulted in an increase in house prices. Therefore, the number of people who cannot afford 

housing is on the increase.



TitleTR: Clear Position + Good Development

Some people believe that national sports teams and individual athletes who represent their country should 
be financially supported by the government. Some people think that they should be funded by non-
government groups (e.g. business, sponsorship).

What is your opinion?

I think between governments and non-government groups, the former should be responsible 

for supporting national teams and athletes financially.

One reason is that the success of a country’s sportspeople benefits its government 

financially. When they win international games and competitions, their nations’ position in 

international sports federations is boosted and it can host future international games that 

attract hundreds of athletes and fans from around the world. This creates thousands of jobs, 

especially in the hospitality and transport sectors, and allows the government to earn a lot of 

money through relevant taxes.



TitleExercise: Ignoring Task Parts

However, some may argue that a greater part of rural areas should be 

allocated to building individuals’ homes because the price of land is much 

lower there.  Nonetheless, I believe that constructing more and more 

buildings for people in such areas would encourage more people to live 

there, leading the land price closer to that in the cities.



TitleExercise: Ignoring Task Parts

Some people believe that national sports teams and individual athletes who represent their country should 
be financially supported by the government. Some people think that they should be funded by non-
government groups (e.g. business, sponsorship).

What is your opinion?

There are some reasons why some say governments are obliged to 

supports sports. Firstly, since the state receives taxes from taxpayers, 

they may have enough funds to spend on sports. For instance, by giving 

loans to athletes, the government enables them to buy sports equipment, 

rent a place to practice or even hire a skilled couch. Moreover,…



TitleCoherence and Cohesion

Band 5 Band 6 Band 7 Band 8

• Organisation is evident but is 
not wholly logical and there 
may be a lack of overall 
progression. Nevertheless, 
there is a sense of underlying 
coherence to the response.

• The relationship of ideas can 
be followed but the 
sentences are not fluently 
lined to each other.

• There may be 
limited/overuse of cohesive 
devices with some 
inaccuracy.

• The writing may be repetitive 
due to inadequate and/or 
inaccurate use of reference 
and substitution.

• Paragraphing may be 
inadequate or missing.

• Information and ideas are 
generally arranged 
coherently and there is a 
clear overall progression

• Cohesive devices are used to 
some good effect but 
cohesion within and/or 
between sentences may be 
faulty or mechanical due to 
misuse, overuse or omission.

• The use of reference and 
substitution may lack 
flexibility or clarity and result 
in some repetition or error.

• Paragraphing may not always 
be logical and/or the central 
topic may not always be 
clear.

• Information and ideas are 
logically organised and there 
is a clear progression 
throughout the response. (A 
few lapses may occur, but 
these are minor.)

• A range of cohesive devices 
including reference and 
substitution is used flexibly 
but with some inaccuracies 
or some over/under use.

• Paragraphing is generally 
used effectively to support 
overall coherence, and the 
sequencing of ideas within a 
paragraph is generally logical.

• The message can be followed 
with ease.

• Information and ideas are 
logically sequenced, and 
cohesion is well managed.

• Occasional lapses in 
coherence and cohesion may 
occur.

• Paragraphing is used 
sufficiently and 
appropriately.



Title

❖ Band 6
• You are generally coherent
• There is clear overall progression
• Cohesive devices are used effectively
• Linking may be faulty/mechanical due to misuse, overuse or inappropriate omission of linkers
• Referencing may be unclear, inflexible or faulty
• There may be some repetition
• Paragraphing may be illogical
• The central topic of some paragraphs is not clear

❖ Band 7
• You are almost always coherent
• There is clear progression throughout
• There is a flexible range of linkers and referencing/substitution
• There may be some inaccurate use of linkers or references 
• There may be some over/underuse of linking and referencing
• The order of ideas in each paragraph is mostly logical

Coherence & Cohesion



TitleCoherence: Idea & argument organisation
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TitleCC: Coherence + Avoiding Linker Overuse

Nowadays the way many people interact with each other has changed because of 
technology.

In what ways has technology affected the types of relationship people make?

Technology → Long-distance relationships are much easier

Developments in telecom → services e.g. Apple FaceTime & WhatsApp → visual contact 
with people far away →miss them less → less tension

Thanks to recent technological developments, long-distance relationships are 
now generally more convenient than they used to be. Telecommunication 
technology has developed greatly in recent years, and services such as Apple 
FaceTime and WhatsApp allow people to see friends and loved ones who live 
far away, which makes it less likely for them to miss each other and reduces 
tensions in their relationship.
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Title
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Traditionally, children have begun studying foreign languages at secondary school, but introducing them earlier is 
recommended by some educationalists. This policy has been adopted by some educational authorities or individual 
schools, with both positive and negative outcomes.

The obvious argument in its favour is that young children pick up languages much more easily than teenagers. Their
brains are still programmed to acquire their mother tongue, which facilitates learning another language, and unlike 
adolescents, they are not inhibited by self-consciousness.

The greater flexibility of the primary timetable allows for more frequent, shorter sessions and for a play-centred
approach, thus maintaining learners' enthusiasm and progress. Their command of the language in later life will benefit 
from this early exposure, while learning other languages subsequently will be easier for them. They may also gain a 
better understanding of other cultures.

There are, however, some disadvantages. Primary school teachers are generalists, and may not have the necessary 
language skills themselves. If specialists have to be brought in to deliver these sessions, the flexibility referred to above 
is diminished. If primary language teaching is not standardised, secondary schools could be faced with a great variety of 
levels in different languages within their intake, resulting in a classroom experience which undoes the earlier gains. 
There is no advantage if enthusiastic primary pupils become demotivated as soon as they change schools. However, 
these issues can be addressed strategically within the policy adopted.

Anything which encourages language learning benefits society culturally and economically, and early exposure to 
language learning contributes to this. Young children's innate abilities should be harnessed to make these benefits 
more achievable.

CC: Referencing Examples



Some educationalists think it is more effective to educate boys and girls in single-sex schools because they 
believe this environment reduces distractions and encourages pupils to concentrate on their studies. This is 
probably true to some extent. It also allows more equality among pupils and gives more opportunity to all 
those at the school to choose subjects more freely without gender prejudice. For example, a much higher 
proportion of girls study science to a high level when they attend girls' schools than their counterparts in 
mixed schools do. Similarly, boys in single-sex schools are more likely to take cookery classes and to study 
languages, which are often thought of as traditional subjects for girls.

On the other hand, some experts would argue that mixed schools prepare their pupils better for their future 
lives. Girls and boys learn to live and work together from an early age and are consequently not emotionally 
underdeveloped in their relations with the opposite sex. They are also able to learn from each other, and to 
experience different types of skill and talent than might be evident in a single gender environment.
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TitleLexical Resource

Band 5 Band 6 Band 7 Band 8

• The resource is limited but 
minimally adequate for the 
task.

• Some vocabulary may be 
used accurately but the 
range does not permit much 
variation in expression.

• There may be frequent 
lapses in the appropriacy of 
word choice and a lack of 
flexibility is apparent in 
frequent simplifications and 
or repetitions.

• Errors in spelling and/or 
word formation may be 
noticeable and may cause 
some difficulty for the reader

• The resource is generally 
adequate and appropriate 
for the task.

• The meaning is generally 
clear in spite of a rather 
restricted range or a lack of 
precision in word choice.

• If the writer is a risk-taker, 
there will be a wider range of 
vocabulary used but higher 
degrees of inaccuracies or 
inappropriacy.

• There are some errors in 
spelling and/or word 
formation, but these do not 
impede communication.

• The resource is sufficient to 
allow some flexibility and 
precision.

• There is some ability to use 
less common and/or 
idiomatic items.

• An awareness of style and 
collocation is evident, 
though in accuracies occur.

• There are only a few errors 
in spelling and/or word 
formation and they do not 
detract from overall clarity.

• A wide resource is fluently 
and flexibly used to convey 
precise meanings.

• There is skillful use of 
uncommon and/or idiomatic 
items when appropriate, 
despite occasional 
inaccuracies in word choice 
and collocation.

• Occasional errors in spelling 
and/or word formation may 
occur, but have minimal 
impact on communication.



Title

1. Range
•Flexibility
•Precision
•Collocation
•Style
• Less common/idiomatic vocabulary

(NOT IDIOMS!)

2. Errors

Lexical Resource



Title

❖ Band 6
• Range of vocabulary: mostly adequate for the task
• Meaning is mostly clear
• Some candidates risk using of wider range of vocabulary [that they do not yet master] but 

there are more errors too
• Errors do not affect understanding

❖ Band 7
• Range of vocabulary: enough to show some flexibility and precision
• Some less common words and idiomatic words/phrases used accurately
• Some awareness of style despite a few errors
• Some awareness of collocation despite a few errors
• Only a few errors in spelling, word formation and word choice
• Errors do not affect understanding

Lexical Resource



TitleLR: Less Common Vocabulary + Collocation

Some people believe that national sports teams and individual athletes who represent their country should 
be financially supported by the government. Some people think that they should be funded by non-
government groups (e.g. business, sponsorship).

What is your opinion?
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TitleLR: Range + Flexibility
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TitleGrammatical Range and Accuracy

Band 5 Band 6 Band 7 Band 8

• The range of structures is 
limited and rather 
repetitive.

• Although some complex 
sentences are attempted, 
they tend to be faulty, 
and the greatest ac

• curacy is achieved on 
simple sentences.

• Grammatical errors may 
be frequent and cause 
some difficulty for the 
reader.

• Punctuation may be 
faulty.

• A mix of simple and 
complex sentence forms 
is used but flexibility is 
limited.

• Examples of more 
complex structures are 
not marked by the same 
level of accuracy as in 
simple structures..

• Errors in grammar and 
punctuation occur, but 
rarely impede 
communication.

• A variety of complex 
structures is used with 
some flexibility and 
accuracy.

• Grammar and 
punctuation are generally 
well controlled, and 
error-free sentences are 
frequent.

• A few errors in grammar 
may persist, but these do 
not impede 
communication.

• A wide range of 
structures is flexibly and 
accurately used.

• The majority of sentences 
are error-free, and 
punctuation is well 
managed.

• Occasional, non-
systematic errors and 
inappropriacies occur, but 
have minimal impact on 
communication.



Title

1. Range
•Simple Sentences
•Compound Structures
•Complex Structures:

noun clauses, adj. clauses, adv. clauses, participle clauses,…
•Compound-Complex Structures

2. Errors

Grammatical Range & Accuracy



Title

❖ Band 6
• Complex structures + simple/compound structures
• Simple sentences are generally error-free but complex sentences contain relatively 

more errors
• Does not use grammatical structures very flexibly
• Grammatical and punctuation errors almost never affect understanding

❖ Band 7
• Uses different complex structures with some flexibility

(= uses them where they need to be used)
• Most of the time shows good control over grammar and punctuation
• Many error-free sentences
• Only a few persistent errors in grammar and punctuation
• Errors do not affect understanding

Grammatical Range & Accuracy



TitleFocus on GRA: Errors with Complex Structures

To make road transport safer, drivers should repeat their driving test every year.

To what extent do you agree or disagree with this opinion?



TitleFocus on GRA

I am writing to let you know that at last we have moved to a bigger house. We just couldn’t go 

on living in the two-bedroom bungalow now that the twins are growing up and the new baby 

has arrived. So we started looking- and one thing led to another and finally here we are in our 

new home.

I’m sure you’ll like it. We have three bedrooms now, and a very modern bathroom and kitchen. 

The kids are happy because there is much more space with the big living room and the garden 

outside. But Michel is the happiest of all because he doesn’t need to do much decorating.

Why don’t you come round this weekend and see what you think of our new place? We would 

all love to see you and if the weather is good we can have a barbecue in the garden.

Our new address and phone number are below, so give us a call and let us know when to expect 

you.



TitleFocus on GRA: Range & Error-free Sentences
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TitleFocus on GRA: Band 7: Range, Error-free Sentences

Examiner’s comments: There is a variety of complex structure and many sentences are error free. There is also good control of 
punctuation.

(Source: Cambridge IELTS 13 GT)

To see films on our tablets and phones there is no need to go to the cinema. On my tablet I see 

every film I want to see. Also this way is cheap. Each month I pay $9 and I watch many films in 

my home or on train. If something happen I can stop and do it and later I can watch my film 

again. I like this and then I fully enjoy it as my stress is not there.

In addition, I like to go the cinema. I like my friends and me to meet up and go to cinema and if 

I see my boyfriend I like to go to cinema to see a film together. Last year on my birthday many 

friends and me all went to cinema together and we watched Deep Water Horizon. I enjoyed this 

and my friends too, because the big screen showed more information and because the sound 

quality was better than at home. Maybe in my house we will not be happy to watch this film and 

see the famous actor. Also we enjoyed the popcorn and coke we could buy.



TitleFocus on GRA: Band 7: Control over Grammar
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TitleThe Process of Writing

Topic

• Read carefully

• Decide topic area

• Distinguish parts

Prewrite

• Brainstorm ideas

• Examples/support/…

• Organise (establish progression)

Write

• Do not add/remove ideas

• Focus on sentence construction, proper vocabulary 
and cohesion

Revise
& Edit

• Grammar
• Vocabulary

• Referencing
• Linking


