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Overview of the IELTS Writing Test

eTotal time: 60 minutes

o2 tasks
eTask 1:

e Academic: Describe a visual, 150 words or more

e General Training: Write a letter, ¥150 words or more

e Task 2:

e Both Tests: Write an essay, ~250 words or more



Test Significance: Task 1 vs. Task 2

=Writing score:
Task 1: 1/3
Task 2: 2/3

=>»Task 2 is the biggest influence.

=Common sense conclusions:
« Begin with Task 2.

« Practice writing task 1 in 15-17 minutes.
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You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows average carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions per person
in the United Kingdom, Sweden, Italy and Portugal between 1967 and 2007.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Average carbon dioxide (CO;) emissions per person, 1967-2007

CO, emissions in metric tonnes
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Academic Task Types

Comparison
(fixed in time)

Data-driven

(data-based)
Trend

(changing with time)

Academic

Task Types

Non
data-driven




Comparison Tasks

The table below gives information on consumer spending on different items in

five different countries in 2002.

R Food/Drinks/ Clothing/ Leisur_ez’
Tobacco Footwear Education
Ireland 2891% 6.43% 2.21%
Italy 16.36% 9.00% 3.20%
Spain 18.80% 6.51% 1.98%
Sweden 15.77% 5.40% 3.22%
Turkey 32.14% 6.63% 4.35%

Source: Cambridge IELTS 7



Comparison Tasks

The charts below show the percentage of water used for different purposes in six
areas of the world.
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Trend Tasks

The three pie charts below show the changes in annual spending by a particular

UK school in 1981, 1991 and 2001.
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Trend Tasks
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Trend Tasks

The chart below shows the total number of minutes (in billions) of telephone
calls in the UK, divided into three categories, from 1995-2002.

Minutes (billions)
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Source: Cambridge IELTS 9



Process Tasks

The diagram illustrates the process that is used to manufacture bricks for the
building industry.
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Process Tasks

Life cycle of the silkworm
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Map Tasks

The two maps below show an island, before and after the construction of some
tourist facilities.
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Mixed Tasks

Causes of worldwide land degradation

over-grazing

deforestation

Causes of land degradation by region

Region % land degraded by...
2 over- over- Total land
Qeforestatmn cultivation grazing degraded
North America 0.2 3.3 1.5 5%
Europe 9.8 7.7 55 23%
Oceania* 1T 0 11.3 13%

* A large group of islands in the South Pacific including Australia and New Zealand

The pie chart shows that there are four main causes of farmland
becoming degraded in the world today. Globally, 65% of degradation is
caused by too much animal grazing and tree clearance, constituting
35% and 30% respectively. A further 28% of global degradation is due
to over-cultivation of crops. Other causes account for only 7%
collectively.

These causes affected different regions differently in the 1990s, with
Europe having as much as 9.8% of degradation due to deforestation,
while the impact of this on Oceania and North America was minimal,
with only 1.7% and 0.2% of land affected respectively. Europe, with the
highest overall percentage of land degraded (23%), also suffered from
over-cultivation (7.7%) and over-grazing (5.5%). In contrast, Oceania
had 13% of degraded farmland and this was mainly due to over-
grazing (11.3%). North America had a lower proportion of degraded
land at only 5%, and the main causes of this were over-cultivation
(3.3%) and, to a lesser extent, over-grazing (1.5%).

Overall, it is clear that Europe suffered more from farmland
degradation than the other regions, and the main causes there were
deforestation and over-cultivation.

Source: Cambridge IELTS 8



WTF?! Tasks

The diagrar;ls below show the cutting tools used by man 1.4 million years ago and 800000 years
ago. (IELST Exam - 2019)

Tool A: 1.4 million years ago
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Tool B: 0.8 million years ago
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