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TitleTrend Diagrams



Title

• Major trends

• Upward

• Downward

• Static

• Fluctuation

• Beginning and end points

• Maximum and minimum

• Other major breakpoints (at the end of major trends)

Main Features of a Trend Diagram



TitleUltimate Trend Vocabulary: Band 9

Source: Cambridge IELTS 9 test 4
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Ultimate Trend Vocabulary: Band 9
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TitleTrend Vocabulary Review



Title

• Degree of change

• Speed of change

Highlighting Trends
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TitleVocabulary for Highlighting Trends



TitleSimple Sentence Structures

v. + adv 
The number of carrots increased significantly. 

adj + n. 
There was a significant increase [in the number of carrots]. 

The figure saw/showed/experienced a significant increase. 



TitleA Review of Tense Usage



TitleA Review of Tense Usage



TitleLinking

And/but 
The figure initially stood at 200 million dirhams and rose significantly in March/during the next two months… 

At the beginning, the figure stood at 200 million dirhams and… 

The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, but there was 

a gradual decline… 

Before/after +clause/participle/noun phrase 
The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months before there 

was a gradual decline/declining gradually… 

After rising from 200 million dirhams in January to 350 million in March, there was a gradual decline... 

After/following which     and     [which was] followed by 
The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, after which 

there was a gradual decline… 

The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, [which was] 

followed by a gradual decline… 

Until… when     and     until…, after which 
The figure initially stood at 200 million dirhams and rose significantly until March when it reached 350 

million… 

It then increased markedly until August, following which there was another decline… 

Although     and     while 
It then increased markedly until August, although this was followed by another decline… 

Although it saw a marked rise in August, it decreased again in the following month… 



TitleLinking

And/but 
The figure initially stood at 200 million dirhams and rose significantly in March/during the next two months… 

At the beginning, the figure stood at 200 million dirhams and… 

The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, but there was 

a gradual decline… 

Before/after +clause/participle/noun phrase 
The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months before there 

was a gradual decline/declining gradually… 

After rising from 200 million dirhams in January to 350 million in March, there was a gradual decline... 

After/following which     and     [which was] followed by 
The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, after which 

there was a gradual decline… 

The figure rose significantly from 200 million dirhams to 350 million over the first two months, [which was] 

followed by a gradual decline… 

Until… when     and     until…, after which 
The figure initially stood at 200 million dirhams and rose significantly until March when it reached 350 

million… 

It then increased markedly until August, following which there was another decline… 

Although     and     while 
It then increased markedly until August, although this was followed by another decline… 

Although it saw a marked rise in August, it decreased again in the following month… 

,



TitleReporting Figures

X → Y 
In January, the figure stood at 200 million dirhams and 
increased significantly over the next two months 

to 350 million. 
to reach 350 million. 
as it reached 350 million. 
, reaching 350 million. 

 

X ±  
200 → 350 ➔ amount of change = 150 ➔ 

It rose by 150 million       or        There was a rise of 150 million. 

 

Using proportions 
150/200 = ¾ or 75% 

It rose by ¾       or        It rose by 75%       or        There was a 75% increase. 

Note: only use simple common proportions like 1/5, 1/4, 1/3, 1/2, 2/3 and 3/4. 



TitleRounding
Rounding 

- trends 
It rose rather/relatively significantly. 

It remained rather/relatively stable. 

There was a relatively/rather significant increase. 

- figures 
198 → 200 

It stood at nearly/almost 200. 

It stood at about/around/approximately/roughly 200. 

It stood at just under/slightly less than 200. 

 

203 → 200 

It stood at about/around/approximately/roughly 350. 

It stood at just over/slightly more than 200. 



TitleReferencing

Report the figure based on a previously reported figure.



TitleTrend Diagrams: Paragraphing

• Is it really important?

• Strategies:

1. E.g. Book 7 test 2

Body 1: Compare at the beginning

Body 2: variables with rising trends

Body 3: variables with falling trends

2. E.g. Book 8, test 2; Book 9, tests 2 and 4

Group based on initial figure: report those with similar beginning in separate body 

paragraphs



TitleIntroduction

▪ The diagram shows how many/how much/what proportion of…

▪ The diagram shows/illustrates/compares how .... changed...

▪ The diagram shows changes in…

NOTE: from 1992 to 2000 ↔ between 1992 and 2000



TitleIntroduction

• The graph and table below give information about water use worldwide and water 
consumption in two different countries.

Source: Cambridge IELTS 6 test 1

Water consumption per personIrrigated landPopulationCountry



TitleIntroduction

The graph and table below give information about water use worldwide and water consumption in two 

different countries.

• Using noun clauses

→ The line graph illustrates what proportion of water was used globally in agriculture, industry and houses 

from 1900 to 2000, while the table compares the use of water in Brazil and Congo in the last year of this 

period.

→ The line graph illustrates how global water consumption changed from 1900 to 2000, while the table 

compares…

• Using CHANGES IN…

→ The line graph illustrates changes in global water consumption from 1900 to 2000, while the table 

compares…



TitleIntroduction

• The diagram below gives information about the number of parcels delivered by two 

major mail services companies from 1920 to 2000.



TitleIntroduction

The diagram below gives information about the number of parcels delivered by two major mail services 

companies from 1920 to 2000.

• Using noun clauses

→ The line graph shows how many parcels were delivered by FedEx and TNT between 1920 and 2000.

→ The line graph shows how many parcels FedEx and TNT delivered between 1920 and 2000.

→ The line graph illustrates how the quantity of parcels that/which were delivered by FedEx and TNT changed 

between 1920 and 2000.

• Using CHANGES IN…

→ The line graph illustrates changes in the quantity of parcels that were delivered by FedEx and TNT between 

1920 and 2000.



TitleIntroduction: Diagrams with Predictions

• The graph below gives information from a 2008 report about consumption of energy in 

the USA since 1980 with projections until 2030.



TitleIntroduction: Diagrams with Predictions

• If future figures are included in the diagram:

The diagram illustrates … from… to…/since …,

with/as well as/along with/in addition to predictions for/until…

Example: Book 9, test 4

→ The graph illustrates how much energy has been consumed from 6 different sources in the US since 1980, 

with predictions until 2030.

→ The graph illustrates how the amount of energy consumed from 6 different sources has changed in the US 

since 1980, with predictions until 2030.

→ The graph illustrates changes in the amount of energy consumed from 6 different sources in the US since 

1980, with predictions until 2030.



TitleOverview

• Overall Trends for all variables
• Highest figure(s)n throughout the period

Source: Cambridge IELTS 6 Test 1



TitleOverview Examples: Cambridge IELTS 6 Test 1

1)Overall, agricultural use ranked first throughout the period.

2)While agricultural use rose significantly, industrial and domestic experienced marked rises.

→Overall, agricultural use ranked first throughout the period and rose significantly, while industrial and domestic 

experienced marked rises.

Or

- Overall, while agriculture ranked first throughout the period, rising significantly, industrial and domestic use experienced 

marked increases.

- Overall, ranking first throughout the period, agricultural use rose significantly, while industrial and domestic experienced 

marked rises.

▪ Overall, agriculture had the highest consumption throughout the period [, while domestic use ranked last/, with domestic 

use ranking last]. All figures rose, albeit/although at different rates/to varying degrees.

▪ Overall, agriculture had the highest consumption throughout the period and rose along with/alongside industrial and 

domestic consumption, albeit/although at different rates.

▪ Overall, agriculture had the highest consumption throughout the period, rising along with/alongside industrial and 

domestic consumption, albeit/although at different rates.



TitleOverview

• Overall Trends for all variables
• Highest figure(s)n throughout the period



TitleOverview Examples: FedEx & TNT

▪ Overall, although FedEx ranked first initially/during most of this period, it was overtaken/outstripped by TNT later 

on/towards the end. The former rose slightly [despite fluctuation], whereas the latter showed a dramatic increase.

or

- Overall, although FedEx ranked first initially/during most of this period, TNT overtook/outstripped it towards the end…

- Overall, although ranking first initially, FedEx was overtaken by TNT towards the end…

▪ Overall, [although] ranking first initially, FedEx was overtaken by TNT towards the end. Both figures rose, albeit at 

different rates/to varying degrees.

▪ Overall, although FedEx initially ranked first and rose slightly, it was overtaken by TNT which saw a dramatic increase.

▪ Overall, although FedEx ranked first during most of this period and rose slightly, TNT saw a dramatic increase and 

outstripped it towards the end.

▪ Overall, although FedEx ranked first during most of this period and rose slightly, TNT saw a dramatic increase, 

overtaking/outstripping it towards the end.


